December 18, 2022 – 4th Sunday of Advent

Women’s Bible Study: Thursdays
10:00 am in the upstairs hall for
greater accessibility.

St. Rose Parish News and Announcements
Schedule Updates – this weekend, Reconciliation Service

Religious Education: contact
Donna or Peggy for more
information on the current
program status.
Hospitality: in person – simple
snacks with appropriate distancing
Formed.org: access code 0d020f.
Catholic Netflix for free!

Collection /Donations: Mail
and online donation are options
and you can designate where to
apply the funds.
Sunday – $4540.00
To donate online: click “donate”
at www.stroseoflimawrangell.com
Thank you for your generous and
continued support!

Saturday at 3:00 pm with time for individual confessions
before the 5:30 pm Mass. Sunday Mass at 8:30 am before
Father Jose returns to Petersburg. We will start decorating
the inside of the Church after Mass Sunday. Many thanks to
the “angels” that put up the lights outdoors this year.
Dispensation: The Sunday
Obligation has been reinstated,
with the customary exceptions for

Christmas Schedule- Father Jose will return on the 22nd and
be here for Christmas. We will have Mass at 7:25 am on
Friday, Christmas Eve Mass at 5:30 pm,( no “midnight” Mass

various health conditions and risks

this year) and Christmas morning Mass at 8:30 am before he

including Covid outbreaks. The

again returns to Petersburg.

Bishop’s letter can be found on the
Diocese website.

Second Collection – the fund for Religious Retirement is the

Resources: The Diocese website,

generously to help support the many elderly Priests and Sisters

aoaj.org , is up and running. Please
use this resource to stay informed
about changes in the Diocese.

last special collection of the year set this weekend. Please give
who spent their lives in the service of others.
Safety Protocols and Hospitality – Flu and respiratory viruses
can be as deadly as Covid and the risks remain very real for
many- Be aware and take care for each other this holy
season.

Connections- 12/18/2022

through Joseph, is born a descendent
of David.

The last week of Advent shifts our
focus from the promise to the
fulfillment of that promise in the
events surrounding Jesus' birth.

Matthew’s point in his infancy
narrative is that Jesus is the
Emmanuel promised of old – Isaiah’s
prophecy has finally been fulfilled in
Jesus: the virgin has given birth to a
son, one who is a descendent of
David’s house (through Joseph).
Jesus is truly Emmanuel – “God is
with us.”

Today’s Gospel is Matthew’s
version of Jesus’ birth at
Bethlehem. This is not Luke’s
familiar story , but that of a young
unmarried woman suddenly finding
herself pregnant and her very hurt
and confused husband wondering
what to do. In Gospel times,
marriage was agreed upon by the
groom and the bride’s parents
almost immediately after the age of
puberty; but the girl continued to
live with her parents after the
wedding until the husband was able
to support her in his home or that of
his parents. During that interim
period, marital intercourse was not
permissible. Yet Mary is found to
be with child.
Joseph, an observant but
compassionate Jew, does not wish
to subject Mary to the full fury of
Jewish law, so he plans to divorce
her “quietly.” But , an angel
appears to Joseph in a dream and
reveals that this child is the
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.
Because of his complete faith and
trust in God’s promise, Joseph
acknowledges the child and names
him Jesus (“Savior”) and becomes,
in the eyes of the Law, the legal
father of Jesus. Thus, Jesus,

The “mystery” of the Incarnation is
not that God could become one of us
– but how and why God could love
humankind enough to humble
himself to take on the human
condition and walk with us, talk with
us, die for us.
We have reason to rejoice and to
hope, for in our midst dawns
Emmanuel – “God with us.”
Joseph, the “just” and “upright” man,
is a model of compassion,
forgiveness and faith for all of
us.God’s coming depends on
“Josephs” – men and women of
humility, selflessness and openness
of heart and spirit – to welcome him
and embrace his presence in our
midst.

St Rose of Lima Catholic Church

December 18, 2022

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Oldest Catholic Church in Alaska - Established 1879
120 Church Street, PO Box 469, Wrangell Alaska 99929
Email: strosewrangell@gmail.com Phone: 907-874-3771

Pastor: Father Jose Thomas Cell: 907-723-2789
Email:jospamcbs@gmail.com
Council: Keen Kohrt – 907-874-3877
Prayer Chain: Gina Simonek – 907-874-3152
Religious Ed: Donna Cole – 907-687-7300
Altar Society: Verda Villarma – 907-874-3552
Bulletin: Chris Ellis – 907-874-4569 or cellis@aptalaska.net
Mass: Sunday at 11:00 am & 5:30 pm, except third weekend,
then Saturday 5:30 pm and Sunday 8:30 am. Weekdays – 7:25
am when priest in town (changes as needed)
Reconciliation: by appointment when Father Jose is here
Weddings, Baptisms or Funerals: Contact Father Jose for
preparation and/or scheduling.

